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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE U.S. 1026 17th STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON 6G, D.C. 


The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan organization, is dedicated to the principles of self- 
government established in the Constitution of the United States. The League works through its Voters 
Service and its Program to promote political responsibility through informed and active participation 
of citizens in government. 


Voters Service is a year-round activity to help the individual citizen to be politically effective. It 
develops understanding of the essentials of individual liberty and representative government; it provides 
nonpartisan factual information on candidates and issues; it increases citizen participation in political 
processes in the interest of responsible and responsive government. 


Proposed National Program—1956 - 1958 


Current Agenda 


INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES: Evaluation of the federal loyalty-security programs, recognizing 
the need for safeguarding national security and protecting individual liberties. 


CONSERVATION: Study of Water Resources. 


Continuing Responsibilities 


. U. S. support of the United Nations and its specialized agencies, including adequate financial contri- 
butions, increased use, and improved procedures. 


. U.S. support of measures designed to keep the peace through the United Nations and regional defense 
arrangements. 


3. U. S. support of measures to promote international economic development and technical assistance. 


4. Opposition to constitutional changes that would limit the existing powers of the Executive and the 
Congress over foreign relations. 


. Support of U. S. trade policies that will help solve national and international economic problems. 
. Measures to improve the budgetary procedures of the Congress. 

- Opposition to constitutional limitation on tax rates. 

. Measures to counteract inflation or deflation. 


. Self-government for the District of Columbia; extension of national suffrage to the citizens of the 
District. 








Principles 


1. The principles of representative government and individual liberty established in the Constitution 


of the United States. 


2. A system of government which is responsible to the will of the people and which enables the voter to 
carry out his obligations as a citizen. 


3. A system of government in which responsibility is clearly fixed. 


4. A system of government which promotes coordination of the operations of federal, state, and local 


governments. 


. Governmental organization and administration which contribute to economy and efficiency. 


5 
6. A merit system for the selection, retention, and promotion of government personnel. 
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. Legal protection of citizens in their right to vote. 


. A system of free public education which provides equal opportunity for all. 


8 
9, Protection of minority groups against discrimination. 


10. Removal of legal and administrative discriminations against women. 


the general welfare. 


Adequate financing of government functions and services. 


A system of federal, state, and local taxation which is flexible and equitable. 
Fiscal and monetary policies that promote a stable and expanding economy. 


Responsibility of government to share in the solution of social and economic problems which affect 


Conservation and development of natural resources in the public interest. 


16. Domestic policies which facilitate the solution of international problems. 


Cooperation with other nations in solving international problems and promoting world peace. 


18. Development of international organization and international law to achieve permanent means of 


cooperation. 


The term “Platform” has been omitted to conform to a proposed amendment of the national By-laws. 
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c IS customary to report the num- 
ber of recommendations regarding 
Proposed Program that come to the 
national office before the close of the 
first program-making period. These 
are almost the only figures having to 
do with Program which can be accu- 
rate and significant. 

By the deadline, the national office 
received 702 letters containing pro- 
gram recommendations in the first 
round of program-making. Of these, 
622 came from local Boards and 34 
from state Boards. The rest came 
from units and individuals. This 
represents an all-time high in num- 
bers of letters and the hope is that it 
reflects an all-time high in member 
participation. 

It is interesting to note that in 
these letters there were 389 separate 
recommendations for work in the 
field of Individual Liberties and 389 
for Conservation. It is evident, 
therefore, that in working out the 
Proposed Program the national 
Board has reflected the two fields of 


greatest League interest as 
pressed in the letters. 
* + * 


e€X- 


The third major interest of the 
Leagues was in international rela- 
tions. However, the program letters 
indicated a strong desire to hold the 
Current Agenda to two items, and 
this the Board has done. 

There was widespread expression 
of opinion that the League’s support 
of the United Nations and the ex- 
pansion of world trade should be 
continued. The Continuing Re- 
sponsibilities as suggested in the 
Proposed Program provide authority 
for continued work on these subjects. 
Actually, these areas contain the 
only proposed authority for League 
legislative action in the near future, 
as it is suggested that work in the 
fields of individual liberties and con- 
servation be limited, at least for the 
first year, to study. 

It is anticipated that the League 
would continue to build public under- 
standing and support of the United 
Nations, that community needs 
would be met individually, and that 
national work would be undertaken 
as required. It is abundantly evi- 
dent that the League’s great interest 


in and support of the United Nations 
would be maintained. 

In the fields covered by the Con- 
tinuing Responsibilities it is hoped 
that the Convention will specify the 
areas in which it would expect action 
if a strong threat to a League posi- 
tion developed or the League could 
make an unusually effective contri- 
bution. 

It is now up to the members to 
examine the Proposed Program and 
to make their views known to the 
local Boards. In turn, the Boards 
should forward to the national 
office for receipt not later than April 
9 any further suggestions, especially 
those which represent widespread 
member opinion, regarding the Pro- 
posed Program. 

In the interests of simplification 
the national Board will recommend 
to the Convention a By-law change 
which would eliminate the word 
Platform and would establish a 
Program article incorporating Prin- 
ciples, Current Agenda, and Continu- 
ing Responsibilities. More sweep- 
ing changes were suggested by some 
Leagues, but the Board feels that 
the interdependence of various pro- 
cedures makes it unwise to propose 

(Continued on page 4) 





Proposed Current Agenda 


CONSERVATION: Study of Water 


Resources. 
The program recommendations in- 


INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES: Evalu- 
ation of the federal loyalty- 
security programs, recognizing 
the need for safeguarding na- 
tional security and protecting 
individual liberties. 


The program recommendations re- 
flected extensive member interest in 
continuing League work in this field. 
In response, the Board has designed 
an item which represents a combina- 
tion of membership desires: 1) to 
move on from the Freedom Agenda 
experience and community participa- 
tion to membership study and evalu- 
ation; 2) to stress the interdepend- 
ence of national security and indi- 
vidual liberty ; 3) to narrow the scope 
to one important aspect of the broad 
field of individual liberty ; 4) to focus 
on the current operation of the fed- 
eral loyalty-security programs; 5) to 
work toward possible agreement on a 
League position. 

The Board also considered the 
likelihood that the League could be 
effective in the loyalty-security area, 
since it is an important and unre- 
solved problem affecting the lives of 
a great number of citizens. Also, the 
concepts involved (such as the secu- 
rity-liberty relationship, or the 
application of due process to admin- 
istrative procedures) have possible 
application in other fields. 


How Would the League Proceed? 


lst Step—A Look At the Concepts 
of National Security and Individual 
Liberty: The first step would be to 
establish a framework in which to 
consider the area chosen for special 
focus (ie., the federal loyalty- 
security programs). This would in- 
clude an analysis of the elements of 
individual liberty and national secu- 
rity, as well as consideration of 
varying points of view as to their 
relative importance. 

2nd Step—Review of the Federal 
Loyalty-Security Programs: The 
next step concerns the evolution of 
the various employee security pro- 
grams, starting with the Hatch Act 
under the Roosevelt Administration, 
continuing through the two Truman 
loyalty programs, to the Eisenhower 
loyalty-security programs. 

3rd Step—Comprehensive Exami- 
nation of Current Programs: This 
step would involve an extensive sur- 
vey of the personnel security pro- 
grams now in operation, including 
those connected with government 
employment, military service, de- 
fense contracts, atomic energy, and 
port security. Consideration would 


dicated wide growth of League 
interest in the conservation field. 
They also showed: 1) understanding 
of the variety of possible ap- 
proaches; 2) the eventual impact of 
conservation policies upon the do- 
mestic economy and upon world 
developments; 3) special concern for 
exhaustible or limited resources; 4) 
the need for understanding the con- 
flicting interests and philosophies 
involved in their management; 5) 
the complex interrelationships of 
governmental agencies responsible 
for resolving these conflicts. Many 
of the letters showed an appreciation 
of the regional variations within the 
broad national picture and hinted at 
the opportunity for new methods of 
approach. 


Why Concentrate on Water? 


The national Board believes these 
varying interests can be profitably 
combined in this proposed Program 
item. 

Water seems to be the common 
denominator in the variety of geo- 
graphical factors to be considered in 
the natural resource field. It is a 
limited natural resource which af- 
fects every person in the country. 
This study would cover both water 








be ‘ven to the relationship of the 
various programs, their administra- 
tion, their total impact at home and 
abroad, the procedures used in im- 
plementing the programs (e.g., the 
hearings process for appeal cases, 
use made of the Attorney General’s 
List, ete.). 

4th Step—Analysis of Points of 
View and Proposals for Change: 
Next would come consideration of 
the varying reactions to the present 
program, ranging from “tighten it 
up,” to “no change,” to suggested 
alterations of certain features, to 
“complete scrapping.” 

5th Step—Criteria for Evaluation: 
At this point, the proposals for 
change would be looked at in light 
of criteria for good administrative 
principles, applied within the liberty- 
security framework. 

6th Step—Evaluation and Recom- 
mendations: In this final step, the 
League might move in the direction 
of agreement on a position. How- 
ever, a position on a specific issue 
would be taken only as an outcome 
of Council or Convention action, at 
the end of the first or second year. 


resources themselves and the various 
government agencies which manage, 
conserve, and develop them. This 
presents a good opportunity to look 
at the interrelationship of federal, 
state, and local agencies whose re- 
sponsibilities interlock and some- 
times overlap in many areas of 
government. 

The Board believes that to cover 
this subject will require a full two- 
year period. 

In this broad field there will be 
more opportunity for accomplish- 
ment if the areas to be covered are 

rst defined. It is recognized that 
an examination of water resources 
cannot be separated from considera- 
tion of soil conservation and forest 
management. However, it is not the 
intent to go into an exploration of the 
use of water for power, navigation, 
and other sometimes conflicting pur- 
poses. Many of these are of great 
regional importance, but the pro- 
posed plan is to assess national water 
resources and consider their con- 
servation. 

As League members look at the 
probiem, they may find that some 
of the difficulties can be solved at 
state and local levels of government. 
While adoption of this national 
agenda proposal would not authorize 
action at state and local levels of 
government, some Leagues may wish 
to work on these problems by putting 
them on state and local agendas. 


How Would the League Proceed? 


The Board suggests that the water 
study begin with a look at the broad 
scope of national interest in water 
conservation. This would serve 
throughout as a backdrop for ex- 
ploration of local and regional re- 
sources. Next, local Leagues will 
examine the resources and the gov- 
ernment agencies which control and 
manage them in their own localities. 

Early in the examination it will 
be useful for local Leagues which 
have common patterns of resource 
and management to begin to share 
their findings. The intergovernmen- 
tal ramifications which may emerge 
should give Leagues an opportunity 
to work together and share leader- 
ship. At the state League level, this 
field seems to offer a much more chal- 
lenging job for the national resource 
chairman than is often true of the 
national agenda subjects. 

At a still more advanced stage of 
the study, there are interesting 
glimpses of regional cooperation, 
rivers and lakes being no respecters 
of state or national boundary lines! 











(Continued from page 2) 
far-reaching By-law changes until a 
careful study of the whole can be 
undertaken. 

A new committee is being estab- 
lished, the Procedures and Policies 
Committee, made up of Board and 
non-Board members, whose responsi- 
bility it will be to examine the 
League’s total framework and make 
recommendations to the Board for 
subsequent Convention considera- 
tion. The Committee will study all 
proposals submitted to it and will 
endeavor to help the League make 
necessary adjustments in its pattern 
of operation in the interests of re- 
sponsiveness and responsibility. This 
Committee will not be in a position 
to make any recommendations to 
the Board until after the 1956 
Convention. 

& * * 


The proposed budget appears in 
this issue of THE NATIONAL VoTER. 
You wil] see that every effort has 
been made to keep expenditures to a 
minimum while still maintaining the 
established level of service. In- 
creased costs of operation and essen- 
tial modest salary increments ac- 
count largely for the increases in 
expenditure. It is hoped that we will 
be able to operate successfully while 
gradually diminishing the with- 
drawal from reserves now necessi- 
tated by the need to balance the 
budget. 

It is also worth noting that we 
have never done as well as we should 
in selling publications. This still 
remains a field in which increased 
promotion would yield a good return 
—not only monetarily but also in 
terms of League effectiveness. So it 
is hoped that all Leagues will make 
a special effort in the coming bien- 
nium to sell far more publications 
than ever before. 

The national Board is eager, too, 
to see substantial increases in state 
budgets. This is the point at which 
most effective servicing can be done 
through expansion of resources. In 
keeping the national budget down, 
greater effort should be directed 
toward assisting the state Boards to 
fulfill their responsibility. 





Keeping Up with the News 


The Christian Science Monitor 
of February 9 is scheduled to 
carry a full-page article on the 
League of Women Voters. If you 
want to read it and the newspaper 
is not available in your commu- 
nity, ask your local or state 
League, or write to the newspaper 
at 1 Norway St., Boston 15, Mass. 











PROPOSED BUDGET 











1956-1957 
Budget Proposed 
EXPENDITURES 1955-1956 1956-1957 
General Administration 
Board of Directors.............. $ 10,900 $ 11,400 
Committee Meetings ........ 1,400 1,000 
Office Operation ................ 29,220 29,200 
Fees (Auditor and Legal) ......... 850 900 
Public Relations ................ 1,250 1,100 
IO 6.56/46. 6-3.9i0 0-4 9 SOO 125 125 
*Council or Convention Cost.. $500 $15,000 
—Registration Fees. . 500 15,000 ~—i 
Pre-Council and Convention Costs. . 500 200 
I eg reek an gy er aria ganar 46,467 50,118 
90,712 94,043 
Capital Expenditures .............. 1,500 1,600 
*Publications (Production and Distribution) 
The National Voter .............. 31,900 26,810 
Publications, Publications Service and 
Special Subscription Service ..... 46,875 45,900 
MEE sais Ges oslo ae a oieeaaeee 53,265 55,254 
Total Costs 132,040 127,964 
Less Sales 85,500 76,775 
46,540 51,189 
Field Service 
Travel and Tools for New Leagues. . 13,600 17,000 
Nahe Fis Since vcSehaelawrgvic cla i vain wo 31,897 28,722 
45,497 45,722 
CL: See RAE NS Sale MRR Bed $184,249 $192,554 
INCOME 
League Support ...............06. 158,435 j= = — ...... 
a et eae 150 100 
Interest on Auxiliary Income Fund .. 3,200 3,300 
Interest on Reserve Funds ......... 3,000 3,000 
PEE cicccceinteaemeyeee wie . i i+ ij  ~ -stgveue-sw 
eT 19,464  — + +  ...... 
EE Sas ea ss. na eurbiedinines $184.249 "$192,554 


* In and out items: Net figure appears only on expenditure side when operation shows 
a loss. If a profit were made, net figure would appear only on income side of budget. 





An ancient Greek philosopher has 
said: “The secret of happiness is 
freedom, and the secret of freedom, 
courage.” As we prepare ourselves 
for the 1956 Convention, we must see 
beyond the League out into the far 
reaches of our worth as citizens. 
This long view will require courage. 
It is easier to deal quickly with the 
little things than it is to take a 
slower, sounder approach to the big 
things. And freedom is a big thing. 
The freedom referred to here is not 
that described by the words indi- 
vidual liberty. It refers rather to 
that collective freedom of the spirit 
which conditions a society to be “fit 
for free men without fear or hatred 
or inward slavery.” 

The League of Women Voters is 
but a small part of a whole but it 
can have an important influence on 
the destiny of that whole if it can 
within itself nurture this kind of 
freedom born of courage. 





It is well to remember that the 
Convention is the sovereign body of 
the League of Women Voters. The 
delegates to that Convention, and 
only they, hold within their hands 
the power to give abundantly of a 
generosity that leaves no room for 


Lary Sharia. Lee 
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